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	The Fullness of Time
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God Prepared His World for His Son

Galatians 4:4-7  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,  to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

When all things were right; when everything came together; God sent his son. The Romans, Greeks and Jews all made significant contributions to the providential preparation that proceeded the coming of Christ.  

1. Mark the below contributions as originating with either the Romans, Greeks or Jews
	 R     G     J
	1) Civil Law – Applied equally to all citizens – Galatians 3:28

	 R     G     J
	2) Peace in the world – freedom of movement – Pax Romana

	 R     G     J
	3) Universal & Multicultural Army – Soldiers took Gospel with them to many remote places

	 R     G     J
	4) Many other Gods were defeated by the ruling empire - creating a vacuum which Christianity filled

	 R     G     J
	5) Universal Language – Koine – Paul & missionaries could be understood throughout the empire

	 R     G     J
	6) Philosphy – showed the irrationality of old, pantheistic religions

	 R     G     J
	7) Stoicism – philosophy that taught the development of self-control and provided a unified, orderly account of the world

	 R     G     J
	8) Other philosophies offered little to no hope for the individual; Christianity did offer hope!

	 R     G     J
	9) Monotheism: a sole, sovereign, transcendent, merciful God

	 R     G     J
	10) Prophecy of a coming Messiah

	 R     G     J
	11) Recorded historical account of Jehovah’s actions – philosophy of History – written word

	 R     G     J
	12) Ethical system of morality

	 R     G     J
	13) Synagogues – open places to first preach the gospel



2.  What were the three languages in use at the time of Jesus?  




3.  How was the Apostle Paul influenced by these three societies/cultures?  




4.  Daniel 4:25 says “…. till you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men…”
How does the ‘fullness of times’ validate this statement?   
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Thought Question:  Do you think there will be a “fullness of time” when God sends His Son back to reward His followers?  Explain.


