		The Theme of the Bible
Class Syllabus							Syllabus

1. Who is God? (book lessons 1-2)
2. Why Are We Here? (supplemental)
3. Creation (book lesson 4)
4. Who Is Man? (book lesson 5)
5. The Fall of mankind (book lesson 6)
6. Redemption Introduced (book lesson 7)
7. The Flood (supplemental)
8. Promises to Abraham, part 1 (book lesson 8)
9. Out of Africa – the Exodus (supplemental)
10. Birth of a Nation – the Law of Moses (supplemental)
11. Promises to Abraham, part 2a  (book lesson 9a)
12. Promises to Abraham, part 2b (book lesson 9b)
13. Promises to Abraham, part 3 (book lesson 10)
14. Jesus & the Throne of David (book lesson 11)
15. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Fullness of Time  (book lesson 12)
16. Overview of Scheme of Redemption (book lesson 13)
17. The All-Sufficient Christ (book lesson 14)
18. The Church in the Scheme of Redemption (book lesson 15)
19. The Sufficiency of the Church (book lesson 16)
20. Future Events in the Scheme of Redemption (book lesson 17)
21. The Old & New Covenants (book lesson 18)
22. Blood in the Scheme of Redemption, part 1 (book lesson 19)
23. Blood in the Scheme of Redemption, part 2 (book lesson 20)
24. The Revelation of God’s Purpose (book lesson 21)
25. The Offices of Christ (book lesson 22)
26. What Must I Do to be Saved? (book lesson 23)



Who Is God?								Lesson 1

Read the selection first and then answer the questions.  These questions do not necessarily follow the outline.   Some of them may not even come from the book!
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1.	What evidence do we have that God exists?  (Psalm 19:1-3)  What is the difference between proof and evidence?   Do we have proof?  


2.	What can we know about God from the evidence you listed in question 1?  Is this enough to tell us about the personality of God?  Or what, if anything, God expects from us?

3.	Consider the following questions.
· How many places can you be in at any given time?
· Do you know what is going to happen to you tomorrow?  
· How many hairs are on your head?
· Can you change the weather?
· Have you ever done something that was wrong?
· Are you always fair to others, whether they are your siblings or someone you don’t like?
· Is there anybody you are accountable to?
Now think about how God would answer those questions.   How should that make you feel? (Psalm 139:6)

4.	Which is more likely?  (a) an intelligent God created the earth and human life merely for His own amusement, or (b) He had a purpose in mind.     

5.	Which is the greater challenge?  (a) for God to communicate the “what” and “why” of His purpose, or (b) for us to understand it.     

6.	Read Ephesians 1:1-14, where Paul gives some insight into the mind of God and the things that happened in times past.   What did God want to do for us, according to v. 7?  When did God decide to do this?

7.	So if God were to communicate to mankind, what should the message be about?

8.	Given our limitations, which is more likely that God has communicated to us?  (a) everything we want to know, or (b) everything we need to know.


Why Are We Here?							Lesson 2

Throughout the centuries men and women have wrestled with this question.  The evolutionist says that we are a product of beneficial mutations over billions of years.  This is iffy science but even if we grant this mechanism, how did life actually begin? Science cannot answer that question, but that is the very first topic in the Bible: “in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”.  But what about before then?
1.	In your words or a dictionary’s words, describe what eternity is.  

2.	Before the world began, Who was in existence?  (John 1:1-3)  Where did He come from?  How easy is it to understand this concept? Why do we have difficulty with it?


3.	Have you ever wanted to get a dog?  Why?  

When you go to camp or school, do you try to make friends?  Why?  

Have you ever asked your parents why they wanted children?  

4.	Now try to relate these to God.  What might have motivated God to create mankind?   Use Hebrews 2:10 and Romans 8:29 for additional ideas.


5.	Think of the other things God created, such as the heavens (Gen. 1:14-18), plant life (1:29-30), and animal life (9:2-3).  Explain how these things were for man’s benefit.


6.	Based on details in Genesis 2 and 3, describe the nature of the relationship between God and mankind as it was originally created.  What had been God’s assessment in 1:31?  Could things have possibly gone on like this forever?


7.	What does it mean to redeem someone or something?  When did a scheme of redemption become necessary?

Creation									Lesson 3

In the late 1700’s the scientist Antoine Lavoisier performed chemistry experiments that led to what is now known as the “law of conservation of mass”.  This principle can be paraphrased as, “matter is neither created nor destroyed”.  Long before Lavoisier, the famous Greek philosophers had a saying that “nothing can come from nothing”.  Thus they believed that the earth, stars, and everything else had existed forever.  The modern “big bang” theory points to a beginning of sorts, but ultimately it too is based on matter always in existence.
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1.	Each of you has created something.  Maybe you have made a cake or some other food all by yourself.  Maybe it was a sculpture or other work of art.  Perhaps you built a machine or tool of some sort.  But in reality, you have only rearranged stuff that already existed.  How is this different from what God did in the beginning?

2.	Is God bound by laws of nature?  Why or why not?  Why is this point important?


3.	What does Hebrews 11:3 say about the things we see around us?  What does the Latin phrase ex nihilo mean?  Was everything created ex nihilo?  See Genesis 2:7, 21-22.


4.	What does Genesis 1 say about how long it took God to make everything?  Could He have made it quicker than that, or was that the best He could do?

5.	Some people question whether these were six actual days.  But think about this:
a. Astronomically, a year is the length of time for what to happen?
b. Likewise, a month is the length of time (roughly) for what?
c. In those same terms, how is a day defined?
d. Is there a comparable definition for a week?  So why do we have it?
e. Read Exodus 20:8-11.  Were those literal days?  
6.	Those who question the six-day creation “interpret” the verses to include long periods of time.   By “long” I mean millions or even billions of years.  Is there anything in the wording of Genesis 1 that might make you think that?  Is there anything later in the Bible that implies there are missing gaps of time?  Why might someone want to believe that creation took that long?

7.	Why does it matter which interpretation we hold on this topic?  


Who is Man?								Lesson 4

In Psalm 8 David, perhaps during a clear night outside, marveled at the paradox of man’s smallness yet greatness.  “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars which You have ordained, what is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that you care for him?”  In this lesson we will attempt to answer David’s question.
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1.	In what way is man very little different from plants or animals; what is in common?

2.	What made man unique among God’s creation? (Gen. 1:26)  What do you think that means?  Can you think of some ways that this manifests itself?   

3.	What does 1 Thessalonians 5:23 says are the three “components” of man?  

4.	The difference between soul and spirit is hard to define but might be easier to illustrate.
a. What happens to a person when he/she dies? (Ecclesiastes 12:7)
b. What happens to a squirrel or tree when it dies?
c. Man has both soul and spirit.  Which component does the animal or plant lack?
5.	What ability (or privilege) do we have that the rest of creation does not, as seen in Genesis 2:17?  This is another way we are made in God’s image.

6.	Imagine you are the genius who created SIRI.  “She” seems smart and is very helpful, sometimes even funny.  But she only does what you say.  Can she be your friend?  Can she bring you real happiness?  What if she were in a human form instead of an iPhone; would that make any difference?

7.	Now think about God creating mankind.  Try to imagine if He did not give us free will.  How satisfied would God feel when we did what He wanted, if we could act no other way?  


8.	What are some pro’s and con’s of having that free will?





The Fall of Mankind						Lesson 5

In the last lesson we discussed that God created mankind with the ability to make choices.  In this lesson we see the profound effects of one particular choice that was made.
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1.	Based on Gen. 2:15 and 2:19-20, what opportunities for disobedience did Adam already have?  

2.	What other command (that we know of) did Adam have? (2:17)  What was different about that one compared to the others?  Do you have a harder time with “don’t” commands than the “do” commands?  If so, you’re not alone.  Note what Paul said in Romans 7:7b-8.


3.	Match each phrase from 1 John 2:15-17 (1-3) with the practical paraphrase (a-c)
1. Lust of the flesh			a.  emotional temptations
2. Lust of the eyes			b.  intellectual temptations
3. Pride of life				c.  physical temptations
4.	Read what Gen. 3:6 says about Eve’s observations.  How does this fit with the discussion above?  


5.	What is death?
6.	What type of death did God punish mankind with? (Gen. 3:19)  
7.	Was this the death God was referring to in 2:17?            What type of death was God talking about, and how did that death occur “in the day you eat of it”?

8. 	Does Romans 5:12-21 teach that all men are sinners from birth because of Adam’s sin (a common belief in some religions)?                    What does it say?


9. 	Does Romans 5:12-21 teach that all men are automatically saved because of Jesus’ death?     What does it teach?


Bonus Challenge: Give at least one Biblical example (other than Eve) where someone was confronted with all three types of temptation in a single episode.  (hint: same tempter)
Redemption Introduced					Lesson 6

Adam and Eve disobeyed God, and the harmonious, close relationship God had with His creation was destroyed.  Scholars have debated about how God could have a plan “before the foundation of the world” (you can read the details in the workbook) but all we really need to say is that God was prepared for this situation of sin.   But before we discuss the clue that God gave about His redemption plan, let’s make sure we understand some things about God.
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1.	Go back to God’s command in Gen. 2:17.  Why would Adam (or Eve) die?  Was it something about the tree and its fruit, or was it the act of disobedience itself? 

2.	Read the analogy that John makes in 1 John 1:5, the command made by Jesus in Matt. 5:48, the principle given by Peter in 1 Peter 1:15-16, and Habakkuk’s statement in 1:13.  What is God’s tolerance for sin / disobedience / lawlessness?  Why is that so?

3.	Describe the difference between a consequence and a penalty.

4.	After Adam & Eve ate of the tree, God still had options.  He could have let them off with a warning and not punished them.  But considering your answer to #2, why was this not actually an option for God?   Was there any provision for forgiveness for Adam & Eve?  

5.	He could have abandoned man after his sin.  Who actually suffered this kind of fate? (Jude 6; 2 Peter 2:4)
6.	God could have destroyed the ones who sinned.  But why might God have decided against that?

7.	Rather than any of these options, God chose to redeem mankind.  Look it up – what does it mean to “redeem” something?   What is the price for sin? (Gen 9:6; Lev. 17:11; Heb. 9:22; Rom. 6:23)  Who needs to be paid?  Can man himself pay that price?  

8.	Adam & Eve were likely unaware that God was promising redemption, but we understand it in hindsight.  Briefly describe the meaning of these two prophecies.
· “you shall bruise him on the heel”

· “He shall bruise you on the head”

9.	Which is stronger – God’s justice or His love?  Explain.
The Flood									Lesson 7

After Adam & Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden, they led a life that was much harder.  They had to work hard just to survive.  In time they had a family with two sons.   When they had grown up, Cain killed Abel, apparently out of jealousy because God accepted Abel’s offering but not Cain’s.  Several civilizations arose from the lineage of Cain, as mentioned in Gen. 4:16-24.  These cultures were interested in things like music and heavy metal.  Adam & Eve had another son (Seth) to “replace” Abel (4:25).  Verse 26 says that his descendants, in contrast, “began to call on the name of the Lord”.  In fact, in Genesis 5 it mentions one patriarch – Enoch – who was so righteous that God actually took him straight to heaven!  But unfortunately people like Enoch were the exception rather than the norm.  After 10 generations, spanning over 1,500 years, God had enough.
1.	When God reflected on His original creation, what had He thought? (1:31)   But when God reflected on His fallen creation, what did He think? (6:6)  What statements describe the people of the world at that time?  (6:5, 11-13)

2.	What three ways is Noah described in 6:9?  Does that mean he had never sinned?  Yet what was God’s attitude toward him?

3.	What are some specific ways that God’s instructions would have tested Noah’s faith?   What do 6:22 and 7:5 say about Noah?  What if Noah had altered some dimensions, or brought a couple extra squirrels because they’re so cute, or put an extra window because it would get really stuffy in there?   What if they had decided not to get in the ark after all?  Would he and his family have been saved?  

4.	The Flood is the first of several episodes in the Old Testament of salvation through water.  According to 1 Peter 3:19-21, what was the Flood a foreshadowing of?

5.	We should take note of another concept that we will see throughout the Bible.  How many were righteous versus wicked?  Is there a danger that God might overlook the righteous when there are so many sinners?  (see 2 Peter 2:5,9)

[image: 203kanji01]6.	(Research)  The Jews were not the only culture with a flood account.  The Chinese pay homage to the Flood in their symbol for “boat” (see right).  What other cultures have a similar story?  Why would so many have this kind of story in their history?  Is this not evidence that the Flood was a real event? 

7.	In the final analysis, what saved Noah and his household?  
a. God’s grace (favor, Gen. 6:8)
b. Noah’s faith (Heb. 11:7)
c. Noah’s actions, or “works” (Gen. 6:22)
d. All of the above
Abraham – Father of the Faithful			Lesson 8

After the Flood, it was Earth 2.0.  The Bible does not go into detail about what happened geologically during and after the Flood but there is reason to believe that Earth was quite different than before.   When Noah and his family left the ark, they were the world population.  God would unfold His plan through one of Noah’s sons.  This lesson studies the next key person in this plan.
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1.	Genesis 10-11 records the repopulation of the earth and the episode at Babel, which resulted in the scattering of the people.  God caused this, so can you think of any reason how this scattering would further His plan?

2.	Which son of Noah was Abram a descendant of?  (T / F): this person was still alive when Abram was born.  What word that you may hear today describes races of people from that ancestor? 
3.	When God called Abram, where was he? (Gen. 15:7; Acts 7:2-3)  The Bible does not say much about this place, but a lot is known about it.  What kind of a place was this?  What similarities do you see between this command and Babel?  What was God effectively saying? 

4.	Try to put yourself in Abram’s situation if you can.  What questions would you have for God?  What concerns would you have?  Why might you not want to go?  Did Abram experience those same reservations?  How did Abram overcome them?  Find some verses (Old or New Testament) that explain how.

5.	What three promises did God make to Abram before he ever went anywhere?  Fill in blanks.
a. ______________  Did he receive this promise in his lifetime?  (Acts 7:5a)  Did he ever ask questions about it? (Gen. 15:8)  How did God answer?
b. ______________  How long was it before this promise was fulfilled?  (compare Gen. 12:4 with 21:5)  How did this promise give Abraham some doubts? (see Gen. 15:2-4; 16:1-2)
c. ______________  Did Abram ask any questions about this promise?  Is there any indication that he had any idea what this promise meant or how it would be fulfilled?  What earlier promise of God is this third promise linked to?

6.	In Genesis 17 God gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision.  Explain what is a covenant is.  Read what God said about this covenant in v. 6-8.  Which two promises (not all three) was this covenant a reminder of?  This distinction would be very important about 2,000 years later.


7.	In Genesis 22 God instructed Abraham to offer Isaac, the son of promise, as a burnt offering.  What was God’s point in telling him to do that?  How was this a figure of things to come, as it relates to the theme of the Bible?

Out of Africa – The Exodus					Lesson 9

When Abraham died, he had not received any of the promises God had given him.  This does not mean God lied, but His plan reached much further than Abraham and his time.  Abraham’s descendants inherited his promises, which God repeated to Isaac (Gen. 26:4) and Jacob (28:13-14).  They lived and prospered in the land of Canaan until events took an interesting twist.
1.	How did Jacob’s son Joseph end up in Egypt?  (Gen. 37)  The Bible does not say how he felt at the time but what would you think?  What did he realize many years later? (45:5)
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2.	How did Joseph being in prison turn out to be part of God’s plan?  

Historical note: the Egyptians were one of the oldest documented cultures in the world.  They kept good records that went back for hundreds of years.  But their records have a mysterious gap of about 200 years, which just happens to coincide with the time of Joseph and afterward.  During that time Egypt was invaded by tribes from Mesopotamia known as Hyksos.  These people appear to have been favorably disposed toward the Hebrews, which would explain how Joseph’s ascent to power was even possible.  Coincidence?  No, providence!  But wait, it gets better…
3.	A famine in Canaan drove Jacob’s family to Egypt for food.  There they were reunited with Joseph, who urged them to move.  After promising a land to Abraham’s descendants, why would God make them spend hundreds of years somewhere else?  The answers are rather clever.
a. Based on Gen. 34 and 37, how were Jacob’s family getting along in Canaan?  Were they distinguishing themselves?

b. When the family moved to Egypt, where did they live? (Gen. 47:27)  Why did they not mingle among the Egyptians? (46:34)

c. What did God tell Jacob that this relocation would accomplish? (46:3)

d. How many came down?  (Gen. 46:27) 		How many left?  (Ex. 12:37)
e. What had God told Abraham that this relocation would accomplish? (Gen. 15:13-14)  How did that happen? (Ex. 12:35-36)  

The Hyksos were eventually overthrown, which explains the abrupt change in attitude toward the Hebrews recorded in Exodus 1.  God allowed the Israelites to suffer oppression until He called Moses to deliver His people.  God struck Egypt with plagues to demonstrate His power and motivate Pharaoh to let Israel go, but Pharaoh was not moved.  However God saved the most devastating plague for last, and established another “everlasting” memorial to teach Israel.
4.	What was required for an Israelite first-born person to be saved from death? (Ex. 12:6-7, 13)
5.	What was the nature of the Passover lamb? (12:5)  In 1 Corinthians 5:7, who is called our Passover?  How is that appropriate?  
6.	Was the timing of Jesus’ crucifixion (Matthew 26:2) just coincidence?  
Birth of a Nation – The Law of Moses		Lesson 10

An elephant baby takes 22 months to develop before being born.  The nation of Israel took 430 years, from God’s promise to Abraham until God brought them out of bondage and gave them the law that formally identified them as His people.  The Law itself may seem like dull reading but it was not supposed to be entertaining.  In this lesson we will explore what it was for.
1.	What was the event that actually made the Israelites free from their captors?   How does Paul refer to that event in 1 Corinthians 10:1-2?  What do this event and the Flood have in common?

2.	In Exodus 19 the Israelites arrived at Mt. Sinai, where God would give them the Law.  What was God’s desire in giving them that law?  (v. 5-6, see also Ex. 6:7 and 29:45-46)  

3.	But what God gave them was more than just a bunch of rules.  What did God call it in v. 5?  What were the people expected to do?   				What did God promise He would do?   		        Did Israel accept these “terms & conditions”? (v. 8, also 24:3, 7)  Did they hold up their part of the agreement for long? (Ex. 32)

4.	At the formal ceremony when the covenant was confirmed (read Ex. 24:1-11), what was the element that consecrated it?  Does Moses’ statement in v. 8 sound familiar?  From where?

5.	The Law distinguished between clean and unclean in all aspects of life: what they ate, how they acted, personal hygiene, etc.   What were these kinds of laws intended to teach Israel?  Look for the phrase that appears in Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7, 26; and 21:8.  

6.	The Law was a reflection of God’s holy nature.  But on the whole, the Israelites did not grasp this concept.  What did they see the Law as?  (note the attitudes in Amos 8:5 and Mal. 1:13)  How did the Pharisees miss the point in much the same way?  (Matt. 23:23)

7.	The abundance of burnt offerings was God’s way of reminding the people of what? (Heb. 10:3; see also Rom. 3:20)
8.	Consider what Paul said about the Law in Gal. 3:10-12 – why was it not a means of blessing?  What did it take in order for someone to be justified (not condemned) under the Mosaic Law? (James 2:10-11)  So was this law the vehicle by which God would redeem mankind?  

9.	Why was the Law given then?  Go back and read the larger discussion in Galatians 3:7-29.  The Law is called “a ___________ to lead us to ___________”.   Can you think of some examples of how the Law did this?  Read Hebrews 9 for some more ideas.

Fulfillment of the Land Promise			Lesson 11

In Genesis 15:13-16, God told Abraham that after his descendants had spent a long time in a land that was not theirs, they would come out “with many possessions” and return to their land for good.  Israel indeed exited Egypt having plundered them (Ex. 12:36), so the time had come for them to receive the land.
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1.	In Numbers 13, Moses commissioned 12 men to scope out the land of Canaan.  V. 2 reads like a command from the Lord but according to Deut. 1:22-23, whose idea was this?  How did this request in itself show a lack of faith on the part of the Israelites?  That being the case, why do you think God granted their request?   What did they ultimately bring upon themselves by making this request?

2.	After a 40-year detour the Israelites entered the land.   Specifically, what happened to allow that entry? (Josh. 3:14-17)  This is the third instance of deliverance through water in the Bible to this point.  How is this one different in purpose from the first two?

3.	God granted the land to Israel just as He had promised Abraham.  Was this land guaranteed to remain theirs no matter what?  What was the agreement between God and the nation?  Scan Deuteronomy 28 to see what God told them.

4.	Complete the table below to show how Israel did following God’s instructions.
	What God Commanded
	What Israel Did

	Ex. 23:32; Deu. 7:2

	Josh. 9:3-15

	Ex. 20:3-5; 23:24

	Jud. 1:11-12

	Ex. 23:33; Deu. 7:2

	Jud. 1:27-35

	Ex. 34:15-16; Deu. 7:3

	Jud. 3:5-6

	
	


5.	Judges 1:11-23 describes generally what happened to Israel repeatedly in the years after they inherited the land.  The rest of the book gives details of specific occasions.  What were the steps in the “cycle of shame”?


6.	During this time, a young woman named Ruth lived.  Read her story and discuss in class.
a.	Why did Ruth need to be redeemed?
b.	How was Boaz a glimpse of the future Messiah?
c.	What was Ruth’s ancestry, and how did that foreshadow God’s future plan?

Give Us a King								Lesson 12

To this point in Israel’s history, the people have been governed as God saw fit.  They were under the leadership of Moses and then Joshua during their transition from slavery to freedom.  They had judges from time to time when oppression arose, but these leaders did not retain any authority when their job was done.  Ultimately they were ruled by God.  But clouds were gathering.
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1.	What is the final sentence in the book of Judges, which summarizes the spiritual condition of Israel?    Given this environment, it was not surprising what happened next.

2.	In I Sam. 8:3, what was the situation that prompted the elders of Israel to ask for a radical change in their form of government?  While this was their “official” reason, what else did they reveal about their motives in v. 5 and 20?  Think back to the lesson on the Law; how did this request show they totally missed the point of their existence as a nation?  


3.	Read Samuel’s warnings in 8:10-18.  Was he just using scare tactics to get them to change their minds?  Use your Bible cross-references and find at least three places where the things Samuel warned about came to pass.



4.	Contrast Samuel’s statements in I Sam. 9:2 and 10:23-24 with 13:14.   Although God guided Samuel to anoint Saul, what do these verses indicate about man’s priorities versus God’s?  This point is very clear in I Sam. 16:7.


5.	How do David’s psalms give evidence that he was a man after God’s heart?  Find 2 or 3 examples and explain what they show about David. 


6.	Solomon was not the spiritual man that his father was, but what promise was fulfilled to its greatest extent during his reign?  (compare Gen. 15:18 to 1 Kings 4:21)  What was God’s judgement for Solomon’s unfaithfulness?  (see 1 Kings 11:9-13)


Give Us a King (continued)					Lesson 12

7.	The northern kingdom (Israel) was simply rebellious, and after about 200 years they were taken away by what nation?                                    Read 2 Kings 17:7-23 for a short summary of their history.  What were some of the things they did to anger God?
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8.	In the southern kingdom (Judah) there were some good kings, such as Josiah.  But Judah was a mess as well.  What did Josiah’s administration clean up?
2 Kings 23:4-20, 24
2 Chron. 34:8-13
2 Chron. 34:14-21  (what does this tell you?)
2 Kings 23:21-23
9.	However, these reforms did not last beyond Josiah’s time.  2 Chron. 36:15-21 gives a quick summary of Judah’s end.  What happened?  How was this removal different from the one in Genesis 46?



10.	So in the final analysis, how did that whole king thing work out for Israel?
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