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We are living in a time when the relevancy of the church is being questioned by the society in which we live. Evidence of this truth is supported by a nationwide survey, called “The Barna Report.” A representative cross section of America was asked if the Christian churches in their area were relevant to the way they lived. In response to that question, only 28 percent responded that they strongly agreed that the church was relevant. What does this say? It says that there are more than a few people out there who are dissatisfied and disillusioned with the human churches they see and know. It says that many Americans do not view the church as being important or vital to their walk with God. It says that the church is being discarded.
The church is not the product of man’s ingenuity, nor is it an after-thought of God as some men think. It is part of God’s eternal plan. It is a manifestation of God’s wisdom. It is that for which Christ, before the foundation of the world, determined to shed His life’s blood (Rev. 13:8). Does that not give meaning, value, and relevancy to the church? To think that the church of Christ, of which we are a part, is the very agency God chose to demonstrate His incomprehensible wisdom to the world ought to make us aware of the extraordinary value of the church in God’s scheme of redemption.  

This is a long workbook lesson which surveys the book of Ephesians and included 11 main sections.  Read it completely.  
After reading it, select 1 of the 11 main sections in the lesson for further review and study.

Read the Ephesians passage associated with the section you selected.   Be prepared in class to talk about the section you selected answering the following questions.

1. THE CHURCH IS _____________________________________________________ Eph: ________

2. What are the main points?






3. Choose one word in your section to define.  The word may be defined in the section.



4. Why did you select this selection?



Since Christ only built His one church, we need to ask where did all these other churches come from? The only answer is they were built by men, so men could "attend the church of their choice", and not God's choice. We read in Ephesians 5:23, "Christ is the head of the church, and he is the savior of the body." Christ is only the saviour of His one body, His one church. In the Lord's scheme of redemption, He has only planned to have one church. He is going to only save His one church.
Since we have seen in the Bible that the one body is the one church which the Lord built, and that Christ has only promised to save His one body, His one church, then what is going to happen to the hundreds of different kinds of other churches we see in existence today? Again let us let God answer this question. In Matthew 15:13 Jesus said, "Every plant, which my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted." What will happen to all those churches that God did not plant? They will be rooted up. This is what God has said He will do. This is frightening. I want to make sure I am in the Lord's church, the only one He is going to save.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In Psalms 127:1 we read, "Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it." This is a sad but serious situation; one that concerns me greatly and causes me much grief and sorrow to see honest people, who are honestly mistaken, laboring in vain. This is a tragedy.
